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LONS DTSH 180S Introduction to Shakespeare in Text and Performance
3 credits

Prerequisites
None

Course Description
The course explores six Shakespeare plays in relation to their original historical moment and some of
the more recent cultural contexts in which they have been analyzed and performed. In addition to
considering the narratives, themes, characters, and rich language of the texts, the course looks at the
plays as theatre, and raises key issues -- such as authenticity, casting, cultural authority, ownership,
high v popular culture -- which impact on the production and reception of Shakespeare today.
The course integrates discussion, informal lectures, student-led presentations, practical workshops,
extracts from screen versions of the plays, and theatre visits.
Desired Outcomes
For students to be able to think critically about the selected plays; to gain insight into how different
approaches and materials can enhance their appreciation of Shakespeare and his works; and be able to
apply these approaches to studying other Shakespeare plays.
For students to develop a greater awareness of the ways in which the past and the present, and text and
performance constantly interact to inform one another and to open up new interpretations of the plays.
To raise students’ awareness of the different and complementary sorts of knowledge offered by
scholars, theatre practitioners and theatre critics, and how these might be combined in the study of
Shakespeare.
*Assessment Components
Class Participation 10 %
Assessment 1 20 %
Personal Project
Assessment 2 20 %
Essay 1 scene analysis 1,000 – 1,500 words
Assessment 3 20%
10-15 minute group presentation. Students will be required to produce a handout and a
bibliography. Groups and topics will be assigned in week 7 and a detailed instruction sheet will
be provided.
Assessment 4 30 %
Essay 2: 2,000 words
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*Failure to submit or fulfill any required course component results in failure of the class
Assessment Expectations and Grading Conversion
Please refer to your Arcadia University student handbook for information regarding the London
Centre’s most up-to-date marking criteria and assessment expectations.

Degree Class

Numerical Grade

Arcadia Letter
Grade

First Class
1st

75-100
68-74
65-67

A+
A
A-

Upper Second Class
2.1

60-64
55-59
50-54

B+
B
B-

Lower Second Class
2.2

47-49
43-46
40-42

C+
C
C-

Third Class
3rd

35-39

D

Fail

0-34

F

Attendance Policy
ARCADIA has a strict policy about course attendance. Illness or family emergencies may require a
student's absence. Such an absence must be documented by a physician's note or by consultation with
the Arcadia University London Office prior to the absence. The Office will inform the Director of the
circumstances requiring the absence. The Director will have the final decision on the disposition of an
absence. The absent student is always responsible for assignments missed.
Unexcused absences from exams are not permitted and will result in failure of the exam. If you are
granted an excused absence from examination (with authorisation, as above), your lecturer will decide
how you will make-up the assessment component, if at all (by make-up examination, extra
coursework, or an increased weighting on an alternate assessment component, etc.).
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Arrival at work or class more than ten minutes late or leaving the class early will be considered an
absence. More than one unexcused may result in the lowering of the final mark.
Please note that for classes involving a field study or other external visit, transportation difficulties
are never grounds for an excused absence. It is the student’s responsibility to arrive at an agreed
meeting point in a punctual and timely fashion.

Submission of Work
Written work due in class must be submitted as per the lecturers instruction, by the stated deadline.

Plagiarism Policy
You are expected to subscribe to the principles of academic integrity, and you must be willing to bear
individual responsibility for your work while studying abroad. Any academic work (written or
otherwise) submitted to fulfill an academic requirement must represent a student’s original work. Any
act of academic misconduct, such as cheating, fabrication, forgery, plagiarism or facilitating academic
dishonest, will subject a student to disciplinary action.
Course Pack
You will receive a course pack for this course from Arcadia.
Required Text(s) Plays by Shakespeare in the New Penguin Shakespeare edition
The Comedy of Errors
Twelfth Night
Richard II
Macbeth
The Merchant of Venice
The Tempest
Please not that as we will do practical work with these texts, it is essential that you purchase a single
edition of each of the plays as using an electronic device or a book of the complete works limits
mobility and participation.
Supplemental Text(s)
The following reading list supplements the required readings that detailed in the Course Outline, and
further reading specific to each of the plays studied is also included in the Course Outline.
Gurr, Andrew. The Shakespearean Stage, 1574-1642. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1992.
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Carson, Christie, and Farah Karim-Cooper. Shakespeare’s Globe: A Theatrical Experiment. New
York: Cambridge University Press, 2008. Print.
Dawson, Anthony B., and Paul Yachnin. The Culture of Playgoing in Shakespeare’s England.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001.
Dillon, Janette, ed. The Cambridge Introduction to Shakespeare’s Tragedies Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2007.
Holderness, Graham. Shakespeare: The Histories. Basingstoke, Macmillan, 2000.
Ryan, Kiernan. Shakespeare. Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2002.
Styan, J. L. The Shakespeare Revolution: Criticism and Performance in the Twentieth Century.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1977. Print.
Wells, Stanley, and Sarah Stanton eds. The Cambridge Companion to Shakespeare on Stage.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002.

Additional Required Equipment
None
Classroom Etiquette
Eating is not permitted in any classrooms. Kindly dispose of rubbish in the bins provided. Please keep
your mobile phones on silent/off in class.

Course Schedule See attached Course Outline for FULL DETAILS of Required Reading and
suggested Further Reading
Session/Date Topic
Required Reading
Extra Activities
The Comedy of
Shakespeare and us; the
Week 1Elizabethan stage. The Comedy Errors;
Session 1
Gay; Knight;
of Errors [1]
Eaglestone ; Hawkes
the strange geographies of
Ephesus; genre; the sea
The Comedy of Errors [2]
Week 1Maguire
Twins; marriage and families;
Session 2
masters and servants
Week 2Session 3
Week 2Session 4

Week 3Session 5

Week 3
-Session 6

Positioning Shakespeare’s
Globe in the current cultural
landscape
The Tempest [1]
magic and power; revenge and
forgiveness; colonial
discourses
Richard II [1]
Shakespeare’s history; England
and nation; language and
identity; power and display
Richard II [2]
Reasserting the female

Prescott

Visit to
Shakespeare’s
Globe (tbc)

The Tempest
Brown; Corfiled

Richard II;
Montague; Bolam

Klett; Smith
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Week 4Session 7

narratives in Richard II;
women playing the king
Macbeth [1]
Evil and goodness; ambition
and regret; masculine and
feminine values

Macbeth;
Knight; Walker;
Farnham; French

Week4Session 8

Macbeth [2]
The Jacobean context;
historical resonances;
performing ghosts and witches

Cartelli; Doran

Week 5Session 9

The Merchant of Venice [1]
Christianity and capitalism;
male bonding and romantic
love; parents and children
The Merchant of Venice [2]
Changing focuses in
performance; race and
sexuality
Twelfth Night [1]
Class and gender; love and
madness

The Merchant of
Venice;
Cohen; Khan

Twelfth Night [2]
Festive comedy v dark
comedy;
Authenticity and casting
Submission of final essay

Wardle; Rokison

Week 5 Session 10

Week 6 Session 11

Week 6 Session 12

Week 7 Session 13

Theatre
performance
Macbeth (tbc)
Shakespeare’s
Globe 2.00

Bulman; Crowl
Twelfth Night

Twelfth Night;
Hawkes; Ryan

Theatre
performance
Twelfth Night
(tbc)
Hampstead
Theatre 7.30

Suggested Co-Curricular Activities
Visit to Shakespeare’s Globe; Theatre performances.
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