Arcadia London Now
Arcadia University
LONS LISG 320S Sex and Gender in the City in Contemporary Literature
3 credits

Course Description
Contemporary London is a vibrant world city with a range of overlapping and divergent subcultures. Like all
cities, it has its own erotics and its own sexual spatial politics. From the swinging 60s to the present, this course
examines contemporary literary London through the lens of sexuality, teasing out different representations of
the city and its varied people and exploring a range of topics in contemporary gender and sexuality studies.
Among the themes we’ll consider are: the impact of feminism and 1960s sexual liberation; the impact of AIDS
and the politics of sexuality in the 1980s; the ways ethnic communities are challenged by shifting notions of
sex and gender; the crisis of masculinity in the 1990s. Authors we study include J.G. Ballard, Luke Sutherland,
Emma Donoghue, Andrea Levy and playwrights Joe Orton and Simon Stephens. Reading these writers’
London texts alongside theorists of sexuality and gender (e.g. Judith Butler) we’ll discover how the urban
environment manipulates, invents and re-invents sexual possibilities.
The course will be seminar-based, but will include some lectures, with emphasis on close textual analysis and
student-led discussion. Students will be expected to read the set novels and other texts in preparation for each
week’s seminar and contribute their ideas, and hopefully their own London experiences, to the group
discussions. There will be film screenings of London films such as Stephen Frears’ My Beautiful Laundrette
(with a screenplay by Hanif Kureishi) and Prick Up Your Ears. As these films are integral to a knowledge of
the sexuality of London and its citizens, these screenings will be compulsory events.
There will also be a trip to the Tate Britain and/or the Tate Modern and commercial galleries in the East End
where students will be encouraged to consider gender and sexuality as it figures in contemporary British urban
art, for instance, the work of Tracey Emin and Grayson Perry. Students will be expected to bring along pen and
paper to write down, or sketch, their responses. This activity will also be compulsory.
Other artistic representations of the sex in the city will be recommended during the duration of the course such
as dance, theatre and performance art. While these won’t be compulsory it is hoped that as many students as
possible will attend these events to further their understanding of the sexual layers of 21st Century London.
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Desired Outcomes

To introduce students to some contemporary literature of London.
To introduce students to the different ways gender and sexuality have been imagined in the literature of
London.
To enable students to explore the diversity of London, by examining gender and sexuality.
To explore the ways class and face impact on discussion of gender and sexuality in London.
To examine the different ways of walking within the city.

*Assessment Components
Oral Presentation 10%; Essay 30%; London log book 20%; Final Exam 40%
Oral presentation: Students will be expected to give one 10-15 minute presentation on one of the
themes from the course.. Students will also be expected to participate in seminar discussions.
Mid-term Essay: Students must write a 2500 word essay. There will be a good selection of questions
to choose from.
London Log Book: Students should keep a diary of their experience of the city attempting to introduce
the course’s themes in their entries. This can also be in the form of a scrap-book.
Exam: A two hour exam in which students demonstrate their knowledge of the texts from the course
and knowledge of the theories studied in the seminars
Failure to submit or fulfill any required course component results in failure of the class.
Assessment Expectations and Grading Conversion
Please refer to your Arcadia University student handbook for information regarding the London
Centre’s most up-to-date marking criteria and assessment expectations.

Degree Class

Numerical Grade

Arcadia Letter
Grade

First Class
1st

75-100
68-74
65-67

A+
A
A-
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Upper Second Class
2.1

60-64
55-59
50-54

B+
B
B-

Lower Second Class
2.2

47-49
43-46
40-42

C+
C
C-

Third Class
3rd

35-39

D

Fail

0-34

F

Attendance Policy
Arcadia has a strict policy about course attendance. Illness or family emergencies may require a
student's absence. Such an absence must be documented by a physician's note or by consultation with
the Arcadia University London Office prior to the absence. The Office will inform the Director of the
circumstances requiring the absence. The Director will have the final decision on the disposition of an
absence. The absent student is always responsible for assignments missed.
Unexcused absences from exams are not permitted and will result in failure of the exam. If you are
granted an excused absence from examination (with authorisation, as above), your lecturer will decide
how you will make-up the assessment component, if at all (by make-up examination, extra
coursework, or an increased weighting on an alternate assessment component, etc.).
Arrival at work or class more than ten minutes late or leaving the class early will be considered an
absence. More than one unexcused may result in the lowering of the final mark.
Please note that for classes involving a field trip or other external visit, transportation difficulties are
never grounds for an excused absence. It is the student’s responsibility to arrive at an agreed meeting
point in a punctual and timely fashion.
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Submission of Work
Written work due in class must be submitted as per the lecturers instruction, by the stated deadline.

Plagiarism Policy
You are expected to subscribe to the principles of academic integrity, and you must be willing to bear
individual responsibility for your work while studying abroad. Any academic work (written or otherwise)
submitted to fulfill an academic requirement must represent a student’s original work. Any act of academic
misconduct, such as cheating, fabrication, forgery, plagiarism or facilitating academic dishonest, will subject a
student to disciplinary action.
Course Pack
You will receive a course pack for this course from Arcadia. This has supplementary reading.
Required Text(s)
You should buy all of the following: There are various editions.
J.G. Ballard (1975) High Rise. ISBN: 0393340465; Cost: To Be Determined.
Joe Orton (1964), Entertaining Mr. Sloane. ISBN: 0413413403; Cost: To Be Determined.
Andrea Levy (1994) Every Light in the House Burnin. ISBN: 074724653X; Cost: To Be Determined.
Simon Stephens (2006) Motortown. ISBN: 0413776077; Cost: To Be Determined.
Simon Stephens (2008) Pornography. ISBN: 1408110563; Cost: To Be Determined.
Luke Sutherland (2004) Venus as a Boy. ISBN: 0747569053; Cost: To Be Determined.
Sarah Walters (1998) Tipping The Velvet. ISBN: 1573227889; Cost: To Be Determined.
NB both Stephens plays in Simon Stephens Plays:2 (2009). ISBN: 1408113910; Cost: To Be
Determined.
We will watch two of the following films:
FILMS: Antonioni, Blow Up; Frears, My Beautiful Laundrette and Prick Up Your Ears; Gavron,
Brick Lane; Jordan, The Crying Game; BBC adaptations, Tipping the Velvet; Buddha of Suburbia,
Cronenberg, Crash,

Additional Required Equipment
An empty note book that can be used as a journal.

Classroom Etiquette
Eating is not permitted in any classrooms. Kindly dispose of rubbish in the bins provided. Please keep
your mobile phones on silent/off in class.
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Course Schedule
Week/Date
Week 1 Session 1

Topic
Introduction and
The Swinging 60s

Required Reading
Joe Orton,
Entertaining Mr.
Sloane
Selections from
Peter Ackroyd
(2000) London: The
Biography
(coursepack)
Orton, The Orton
Diaries (1989)

Extra Activities
Film: Entertaining
Mr Sloane

Week 1Session 2

Dystopia in the
1970s

J.G. Ballard, High
Rise

Walking tour of the
Barbican

Week 2 Session 3

The Vertical City

Week 2 Session 4

Multi-Cultural
London

Week 3 Session 5

Diasporic London

Selections from Le
Corbusier
(coursepack)
Ballard, High Rise
continued
Ballard short story
;The Subliminal
Man’ (coursepack)

Film: Kureishi, My
Beautiful Laundrette
(dir. Frears)

Levy, Every Light in
the House Burnin’
and continue
discussion of My
Beautiful Laundrette
Extract from
Sukhdev Sandhu
(2004), London
Calling
(coursepack)
Levy, Every Light in Film: Brick Lane
the House Burnin’
discussion
continued
Selected Diasporic
poetry of London:
Monica Alvi and
Grace Nichols
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(coursepack)
Week 3 Session 6

Queer City

Luke Sutherland,
Venus as A Boy

Mid -Term London
Log Books
presentations

Week 4 Session 7

Visit to Tate
Modern or Tate
Britain or other
gallery

Here we will
concentrate on
issues of sexuality,
gender and race

Week 4 Session 8

Queer London II

Week 5 Session 9

Sexual Terrorism

Sutherland, Venus
as a Boy
(continued).
Mark W. Turner
(2003) ‘Gay
London’
(coursepack).
Extract from Neil
Bartlett (1988) Who
Was That Man? A
Present for Mr
Oscar Wilde
(coursepack)
Simon Stephens
Extracts from The
(2008) Pornography Guardian
(coursepack

Week 5 Session 10

Performing Gender

Simon Stephens,
Motorown (2006)
Extract from Judith
Halberstam (2005),
In a Queer Time
and Place
(Coursepack)

Film: Extract from :
Austin Powers

Week 6 Session 11

Playing with/in
History

Selection of short
stories by Emma
Donoghue (will be
posted on
Blackboard)

Film: BBC
adaptation of
Tipping the Velvet
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Week 6 Session 12

Walking The City

Donaghue
(continued)

Walk in London
streets

Exam Preparation
Week 7 Session 13

Exam

Suggested Co-Curricular Activities
Students are encouraged to visit the following other museums:
Museum of London; Docklands Museum; Imperial War Museum

7

