Student Teaching and

Pennsylvania Certification Exit Requirements
After completion of all coursework for the degree, candidates for certification are required to complete a 14-week student teaching practicum as the final culminating experience. Student teaching practicum applications must be submitted the semester prior to completing student teaching.  Deadlines for submitting applications are September 15th for a spring practicum and February 1st for a fall practicum.  You can obtain an application from the Education Department main office (Taylor 308), the Office of Student Teaching and Fieldwork (Taylor 303) or online at the Education Department website.  Please be aware that admission to student teaching is contingent upon an overall Arcadia University GPA of 3.00 and completion of Praxis I: PPST and Praxis II:  Fundamental Subjects tests.  Certification program candidates not meeting the 3.0 criterion will not be permitted to student teach; however, certification program candidates will be given the opportunity to raise their GPA by taking additional courses.

Candidates can request a particular student teacher placement location.  However, student teaching placements are based upon quality and availability.  Convenience is not a factor in placement although proximity will be taken into account when possible.  If there are extenuating circumstances, you are required to put your concerns in writing and submit them with your application. 

The Pennsylvania Department of Education competency checklist of student performance standards is available for review on the Education Department Website.  The checklist is titled “PDE 430—Student Teaching Performance Checklist: Pennsylvania Statewide Evaluation Form for Student Professional Knowledge and Practice.”  Students must meet these competencies in order to successfully pass student teaching.  A grade of “B” or better is considered passing while a grade lower than “B” is considered failing.  

When students have successfully completed all certification program exit requirements they can submit the certification application (Instructional I Certification Application) to the Pennsylvania Department of Education through the Arcadia University Graduate Studies Office (see Mary Kate McNulty, Administrative Assistant to Dean of Graduate Studies and PA Certification Officer, Taylor Hall).

Certification Program Exit Requirements:

· Complete specific course requirements, certification program competencies, and electronic portfolio

· Successfully complete student teaching (necessary to become state certified)

· Overall Arcadia GPA of 3.0 (necessary to become state certified)

· 128 credits of coursework (Arcadia University Requirement)

· Successful completion of all state teacher examinations (Praxis I and II)

· Meet all PDE Form 430 Professional Knowledge and Practice competencies (assessed during student teaching).  Students must receive a “B” or better in student teaching in order to be recommended for Pennsylvania state teacher certification.
